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Giovanna Vitelli
ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

CabiNET: Integrating Text and 
Object in Oxford Teaching 
Digital technologies are revolutionizing the accessibility of  museum 
collections, increasingly perceived of  as intellectual assets in the university 
environment. The CabiNET project, funded by the University’s IT 
Innovation Challenges fund, brings specialists from the Oxford Internet 
Institute, IT Services, and the Faculty of  History together with the 
Oxford University Museums to create an online platform to integrate 
museum objects used in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching into 
the traditional text-based curriculum. Cross-subject teaching with the 
collections is proving to be a powerful enhancement of  the student 
learning experience, and this project addresses the demand for improved 
digital access to museum materials as an essential part of  that experience.

The CabiNET project is using new high-resolution 2D and 3D imagery 
to assist students in further study and revision of  objects they first 
encounter as part of  their course work. The balanced presentation of  
both texts and objects for courses uploaded onto the interactive platform 
provides a rich array of  teaching tools and materials for research and 
study.
Dr Giovanna Vitelli is Director of  the University Engagement Programme at the 
Ashmolean Museum, which is tasked with expanding the use of  the museum’s 
collections across the full range of  Oxford’s faculties. The UEP, funded by the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, is an acknowledged leader in the field of  cross-
disciplinary teaching and a catalyst for new academic approaches to integrating 
material culture in the curriculum. Giovanna, together with her UEP colleagues, was 
awarded a 2015 Oxford Teaching Excellence Award.

Registration via: http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on.
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