The Bodleian
First Folio,
Arch. G c.7

1623

❧ The First Folio, the
first collected edition of
Shakespeare’s plays, is
published.
❧ A copy arrives at the
Bodleian Library in
Oxford.

Emma Smith

1624

❧ The Bodleian sends its
First Folio to be bound
by William Wildgoose,
an Oxford bookbinder.
❧ The First Folio is put
in Duke Humfrey’s
chained library.

Rare Books

...1660s

❧ The First Folio proves
so popular that it is read
to tatters.
❧ The First Folio leaves
the library, possibly
replaced by the Third
Folio (1663).

Conservation
& Collection
Care

...
❧ The lost years.

Imaging
Services

1905

FOR

Shakeßpeare
HELP US OPEN THE BODLEIAN’S FIRST COLLECTED
EDITION OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS TO THE WORLD
Shakespeare’s First Folio is one of the greatest treasures in the
Bodleian collection, and we would like your help opening it up for
anyone anywhere in the world to enjoy exploring its pages. Now,
in the year of the Cultural Olympiad, we invite Shakespeare lovers
and Bodleian supporters to join our Sprint campaign to digitize and
publish our First Folio online for the benefit of
everyone, from schoolchildren to scholars.

❧ Gladwyn Turbutt, an
undergraduate from
Magdalen College,
Oxford, brings the First
Folio to the Library for
advice on its binding.

Communications
& Development
By making a contribution of any size – from as little
as £20 per page – your support will enable us to
publish a speech, a scene, an act or even a whole
play of the First Folio online, on a specially
created website, which will inspire readers
today and in the future.

The Sprint for Shakespeare campaign aims
to raise £20,000 through a large number of
donations of all sizes. Any surplus beyond the
target will go towards future online projects to
open up the Bodleian collections.
All supporters of this campaign will be recognised
on a special page on this website, with the
opportunity to dedicate their gift to
someone who inspires them.
Like the patrons and
subscribers of books
TO FIND OUT
in the past, the names
MORE AND LEARN
will live on with this
HOW TO BE INVOLVED
digitized book through
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
this website.
http://shakespeare.
bodleian.ox.ac.uk

...

❧ Falconer Madan and
Strickland Gibson,
Bodleian staff, recognize
the book.
❧ The Turbutt family
offers to sell the book
back to the Library.

Bodleian
Printing
Workshop

...

❧ Henry Clay Folger
offers an enormous
£3,000 for the book.
❧ The Turbutt family
gives the Bodleian
Library time to match
the offer.

Champions

...1906

Be part of the story:
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

❧ E. W. B. Nicholson,
Bodley’s Librarian,
organizes a public
funding campaign.
Thanks to the public’s
generosity, the book is
“saved for the nation”.

Supporters

2011

❧ Emma Smith presents
her research on the First
Folio, without having
studied the fragile book.
❧ The idea for Sprint for
Shakespeare is born.

2012

❧ Public fund-raising.
❧ Conservation visits.
❧ Guest blog posts.
❧ Generous support of
hundreds of donors.
❧ Publication of free
online image resource.

2013

❧ Key Stage 5 teachers’
workshop.
❧ A private donation
allows us to make a text
edition, and a new
interface by IT Services.
❧ ...the story continues.

Free online
publication

